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Jessie Dell 


- United States Civil Service Commissioner, who spoke on Women in Public 
Office before a dinner meeting of the Maryland Branch of the National 
Woman's Party, held on January 12 at the Woman's City Club, Baltimore, 
Maryland. Miss Dell occupies one of the highest governmental posts ever 
held by a woman, and through her charm, efficiency and impartiality has done 
much to break down the prejudice against women in the government service. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
Senate Joint Resolution Number 52] 

House Joint Resolution Number 55) 9 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator P. Nr, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 


by REPRESENTATIVE LOUIS LUDLOW, 
Indiana. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Equal Rights 
The Only Way 


HE best possible argument for the passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the Constitution is the disappointing adverse decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in Genevieve Welosky’s appeal. 


On January 11 the United States Supreme Court, in refusing to review 
the decision in the case of Massachusetts vs. Welosky, indicated beyond 
peradventure that women are not persons, under the Fourteenth Amendment, 
which guarantees to all persons the equal protection of the laws. 


With dramatic fitness at the same hour, almost the same moment, in 
another part of the United States Capitol, Representative Louis Ludlow of 
Indiana introduced in Congress the proposed Twentieth Amendment, which 
will write the equality of women into the basic law of the land. 


The action of the Supreme Court is final proof that only the amendment 
will serve. The action of the Court in perpetuating the idea of women as a 
class apart closes every avenue of hope for Equal Rights except the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

The Fourteenth 3 in the case of Strauder vs. West Virginia, 
was held to guarantee to negroes the equal protection of the law. Strauder 
won his appeal from a conviction for murder on the grounds that all members 


of his race were excluded from the jury list from which was drawn the jury 
that convicted him. a 


Genevieve Welosky appealed from a conviction for possessing liquor 
illegally on the ground that women were excluded from the jury list from 
which her jury was drawn, women being denied jury service in Massachusetts. 

Strauder was upheld; Mrs. Welosky was denied a review. 


Equal protection of the law, held by the Supreme Court of the United 


States to apply to negroes as a race, has just been denied by the Court to 


women as a sex. 


Had the Welosky appeal won in the Supreme Court, jury service for 
women would have been secured thereby in every State of the Union. Appeals 
for Equal Rights to State Legislatures are successful, when at all, only 
partially or temporarily. This appeal to the Supreme Court has now failed 
likewise. It proves what the Woman’s Party has long contended, that only 
by express amendment to the Constitution can Equal Rights be established 
throughout the United States. 


In accordance with a resolution passed by the National Council last Sun- 


day, the Woman’s Party will redouble its demand for the immediate adoption 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


‘The Safer Sex 


N SPITE of Kipling’s oft-repeated allegation that “the female of the species 
| is more deadly than the male,” in auto mishaps the exact contrary appears 
to be the case. It may be because women drive more slowly or because they 
are too timid to take chances that they figure less frequently than men do in 
serious motor car accidents; at all events statistics show that the low accident 
rate in the United States belongs to women. And this is upon a percentage 
basis in no wise related to the fact that fewer women than men are met upon 
the roads. 1 

Although women comprise nearly 25 per cent. of all motor vehicle operators, 
they are responsible for less than 7 per cent. of aceidents, according to a nation- 
wide analysis of car mishaps received by the California State Automobile 
Association. The report follows: 

These figures show that for the country as a whole, 24.3 per cent. of all 
operators are women, although the average is higher in some sections. 

“On the accident side a study of records revealed that out of a total of 
1,227,817 drivers involved in accidents, male drivers figured in 93.4 per cent., 
or 1,146,871, as compared to 6.6 per cent., or 81,036, involving women drivers. 

“Their record in fatal accidents was equally as significant. Out of 36,806 
drivers involved in fatal accidents, 94.2 per cent., or 34,671, were male drivers, 
as compared to 5.8 per cent., or 2,135 women.” 

It might be a good idea for Woman’s Party members to submit these figures 
to taxicab companies with the suggestion that for the protection of their 
patrons women rather than men should be in their employ. In the light of 
these figures the laws and the customs restraining women from being taxicab 
drivers appear more than ever ridiculous. For the welfare of the public, both 
a-foot and a-horse, we need the safer sex at the wheel. 
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Equal Rights Amendment Again Introduced 


EPRESENTATIVE LOUIS LUD- 

LOW, Democrat of Indiana, flt- 

tingly chose January 11, the birth- 
day of Alice Paul, famous Feminist and 
Founder of the National Woman’s Party, 
as the date for the introduction in the 
Seventy-second Congress of the Lucretia 
Mott or Equal Rights Amendment provid- 
ing that: “Men and women shall have 
Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its 
jurisdiction.” 

A group of members of the National 
Woman’s Party, headed by Mrs. Harvey 
W. Wiley, national chairman, represent- 
ing Mr. Ludlow’s own State of Indiana 
and all sections of the country, gathered 
on the steps of the United States Capitol 
to greet him and acclaim his stand for 
the equality of women. 

A Feminist of long standing, a trusted 


Ale 


LVA BELMONT DAY, January 17, 
the birthday of the president of 
the National Woman’s Party, Mrs 

O. H. P. Belmont, was observed with ap- 
propriate ceremonies at Alva Belmont 
House, national headquarters of the 


Woman’s Party on Huf Tast 


Sunday. 


The traditional campaigning spirit of 
the Woman’s Party has been intensified 
by the introduction in Congress of the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the United 
States Constitution and by the Supreme 
Court’s refusal to review the Welosky 
case. A meeting of the National Council 
was held Sunday to discuss these matters 
and to decide upon campaign plans. 
Resolutions were adopted recommending 
that the Party as a whole concentrate its 
efforts on the immediate adoption of the 
Equal Right Amendment. 

Following the council meeting, over 
which Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national 
chairman, presided, the Woman’s Party 
held open house in the drawing-room of 
Alva Belmont House. Members of the 
National Council and committee chair- 
men spoke, paying appropriate tribute to 
the importance of Mrs. Belmont’s con- 
tributions in time, money, and leadership 
to the progress of Feminism, nationally 
and internationally. 

Announcement was made of a national 
essay contest, sponsored by Mrs. Belmont, 
open to all women college students of the 
country with the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment as the subject, as a means of 
bringing the amendment to the attention 
of students throughout the country. 


Mrs. Belmont, in sponsoring this con- 
test, is not only renewing a previous offer 


supporter of Equal Rights since the suf- 
frage campaign, Mr. Ludlow declared that 
it is obvious that Equal Rights should be 
guaranteed by being written into the basic 
law of the land. 

Our country has not been built up 
by those who asked for privileges, but by 
those who fought for rights,” he declared. 
“The Equal Rights Amendment affords 
the swiftest, most logical and only perma- 
nent method of obtaining equality for 
men and women before the law.” 

The amendment as introduced in the 
House of Representatives reads: 

“Joint Resolution proposing: 

“An amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States relative to Equal Right 
for men and women. 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled (two- 


of a $500 prize for an essay contest but is 
increasing that $500 to $700 to be divided 
into two prizes, $500 for first prize and 
$200 for second. 


In addition to donating the prizes, she 
plans to pay all expenses of publicity for 
the contest and the cost of bringing the 
two winners to Washington to receive 
their prizes at Alva Belmont House. 


Mrs. Belmont's letter from Paris, 
France, concerning the contest to Mar- 
garet Luers, national chairman of the 
Students’ Councils of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, follows: 

“Dear Miss Luers: 

“In reply to your letter of November 
30, I am writing to say that I am glad 
to renew my offer of $500 to be used as 
a prize to be given by the president of 
the National Woman’s Party to the wom- 
en college students of the country, and I 
will increase the offer to $700. I wish to 
divide the $700, using $500 for a first 
prize and $200 for a second prize. 


“Tt seems to me that it would be well 
to make the requirement that the essays 
deal with the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment, the length of the articles to 
be limited to a specified number of words, 
and for you to send to all of the women’s 
colleges and coeducational colleges the 
words of the amendment with literature 
relating to it. 


“T would suggest that the competition 
be open until January, 1933, or June, 
1933, so that there will be time to send 
the necessary material to all of the col- 
leges. 

“Tt would also be well, I think, to get 
as much publicity as possible upon the 


thirds of each House concurring therein), 
That the following article is proposed as 
an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes as part of the 
Constitution when ratified by the legis- 
latures of three-fourts of the several 
States: 
“ARTICLE XX 

“Men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction. 

“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 

The resolution, known as House Joint 
Resolution 197, carrying in its twelve 


brief printed lines, so many hopes of 


women, was referred to the House Com- 


mittee on the judiciary for considera- 
tion. 


Belmont Day Celebrated 


prize. Perhaps we might be able to have 
the prize articles printed in some monthly 
magazines if the articles turn out to be 
good enough for such a purpose. 

“It is important, of course, to secure a 
committee of judges made up of very 
eminent persons, so that the award will 
command respect. 


“As a final point, I would like to 
suggest that it would be well to limit 
the competition to two essays from each 
college. This would require the colleges 
to weed out the poor essays and would 
also help to make a rivalry among the 
colleges in the matter. 


“It will, I know, cost something to om 
the material concerning this prize to the 
colleges, to send out the necessary pub- 
licity concerning the matter, and to cover 
the expenses of the trips of the winners 
to Washington, and I shall expect to con- 
tribute the money required to cover these 
expenses. I am sending Mrs. Wiley as 
national chairman, the check for the $700 
for the prizes with the request that she 
deposit this money in the Woman’s Party 
treasury, so that it will be available when 
needed. I am also asking her to let me 


know how much will be needed for the 


expenses connected with the organizing of 
the competition and I will send her a 


check to cover this amount when I hear 


from her. 


“I wish also to advise that the prizes 
shall be awarded at the National Head- 
quarters in Washington, making quite a 
ceremony of this, and that all the ex- 
penses incurred by the two winners for 


the trip to Washington and back be paid 


by me. Possibly the wife of the Presi- 


dent of the United States would be willing 


·² ͥ— 


404 


to confer the prizes, and the senators and 


co from the States of the win- 
ning girls might participate in the cere- 
mony which we shall make as brilliant 
as possible. The girls’ colleges in Wash- 
ington might act as hostesses for the 
occasion. We ought to make the cere- 


mony of giving the prizes an exceedingly 
impressive one. 
“Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) “Atva E. Be_monrt, 
“President, National Woman’s Party.” 


At the close of the ceremonies the fol- 


Equal Rights 


lowing cablegram was sent to Mrs. Bel- 
mon at her home in Paris, France: 
Euthusiastie meeting today paid af- 
fectionate honor to you and resolved upon 
increased activity under your inspiring 
leadership.“ 
(Signed) NATIONAL CounNcIL. 


Women in Public Office 


GREAT many people who make 
A public addresses think they have 


to start off by telling a funny 
story, the idea probably being to get 
everybody quiet and settled down before 
the profound thoughts of the speaker 
are solemnly presented to the innocent 
victims. 

The funniest thing I can think of in 
connection with the discussion of women 
in public office is the law passed in 1870 
which permitted the employment of wom- 
en in clerkships in Federal Government 
offices. Permitted, mind you! 

Now for the profound thoughts. 

On June 30, 1931, the date of the latest 
compilation, 30,294 of the 71,693 Federal 
executive civil employees in the District 
of Columbia were women. The proportion 
of women employed in branches outside 
the District of Columbia is much smaller 
because of the many large services which 
are made up almost entirely of occupa- 
tions for which women are not fitted. 
These are the railway postal service, the 
city delivery service, the rural delivery 
service, the mechanical shops of the navy 
yards and arsenals, and some others. 

Today all examinations for the Fed- 
eral civil service are open to both men 
and women. The classification act pro- 
vides that “in determining the rate of 
compensation which an employee shall re 
ceive, the principle of equal compensa- 
tion for equal work, irrespective of sex, 
shall be followed.” 

Upon looking at the records, I find that 
one woman, temporarily at least, is in the 
United States Senate, and six are in the 
United States House of Representatives. 
A woman, who is superintendent of the 
Army Nurse Corps, has the rank of major 
in the United States Army. Women are 
serving as judges of the municipal court 
of the District of Columbia, of the Juve- 

e Court of the District of Columbia, 
and of the United States Customs Court. 
A woman is a member of the United 
States Board of Tax Appeals. A woman 
is serving as member of the United States 
Employees’ Compensation Commission ; 
another is a member of the United States 
Civil Service Commission; another is a 
commisioner of immigration under the 
Department of Labor; another is a regis- 
ter of the General Land Office; three are 
State directors of the United States Em- 
ployment Service. The assistant commis- 
sioner of the United States Bureau of 


Address of Jessie Dell, Member United 
States Civil Service Commission, Before 
Maryland Branch, National Woman's 
Party, at Dinner Meeting Held Tuesday, 
January 12, at the Woman's City Club, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Education is a woman. The offices of 
director and assistant director of the 
Women’s Bureau of the Department of 
Labor, chief and assistant chief of the 
Children’s Bureau of the Department of 


Labor, chief of the Bureau of Home Eco- 


nomics of the Department of Agriculture, 
chief of home economics education service 
under the Federal Board for Vocational 
Education, and Clinical director of St. 
Elizabeths Hospital in the District of 
Columbia, are filled by women. 

Women are chiefs of divisions in the 
State Department, the office of the — 4 
troller of the Currency under the - 
ury Department, in the legal unit of the 
Bureau of Customs of the Treasury De- 


_ partment in the Bureau of Engraving and 


Printing, in the War Department, in the 
Department of the Interior, in the Bureau 
of Education, in the Tariff Commission, 
in the Bureau of Home Economics of the 
Department of Agriculture, in the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau and the Women’s Bureau 
of the Department of Labor, and in the 
United States Employees’ Compensation 
Commision. Many more are serving as 
assistant chiefs of divisions. 

The assistant director of the Mint is 
a woman. An appraiser of merchandise 
under the Bureau of Customs is a woman. 
Four women are collectors of customs, 
and three are assistant district managers 
under the United States Civil Service 
Commission. An assistant assessor of the 
District of Columbia government is a 
woman. Three women hold offices of 
superintendent in the Indian Field Ser- 
vice. 

The chief of the Women’s Bureau of the 
Police Department of the District of Co- 
lumbia is a woman. Two women are con- 
sular officers under the Department of 
State. Three thousand one hundred and 
seventy-three women are postmasters at 
offices for which the postmasters are ap- 
pointed through nomination by the Presi- 
dent and confirmation by the Senate, and 
11,805 women are postmasters at fourth- 
class offices. 

I would not attempt to enumerate the 
hundreds of women who are hold ther 


important technical, administrative, and 
scientific positions under the Federal 


Government; still less, even if I could, 


those who are in important posts under 
State, municipal, and county governments. 

It will be seen that the positions held 
by women under the Federal Government 
are by no means confined to the lower 
levels, The number of women appointed 
to the higher grades of administrative 
positions and to positions requiring tech- 
nical, professional, or scientific training 
is increasing steadily. 

The fact that so many women have been 
appointed to postmasterships is a direct 
indication of their growing importance 
in private business, for the Civil Service 
Commission’s basis of rating for post- 
masterships is largely business training 
and experience. 

The last annual report of the United 
States Civil Service Commission shows 
that of 38,461 appointments during the 
year ended June 30, 1931, to positions in 
the elassifled eivil service of the United 
States, 7,412 were appointments of wom- 
en. Among the positions classed as pro- 
fessional to which women were appointed 
during the year from the eligible registers, 
are biochemist, associate biochemist, asso- 
ciate economic analyst, senior education- 
ist, associate civil service examiner in 
education, associate in historical research, 
senior librarian, expert in social service 
administration, home economics special- 
ist, associate medical technician, and 
supervisor of home demonstration work, 
and many more. These positions pay en- 
trance salaries ranging from $3,200 to 


$4,600 a year. 


Further evidence of the broadening 
field of women’s activities is the fact that 
the names of women appear on the Com- 
mission’s registers of eligibles for scores 
of positions which require training in one 
or another of the professions or sciences. 

We are just about to announce an 
examination for a woman dentist to serve 
at the Federal Industrial Institution for 
Women at Alderson, W. Va. There is a 
bet on in our office as to whether or not 
we will secure eligibles for this appoint- 
ment. It is interesting that a man bets 
that we will, and a woman bets that we 
will not. I understand that a half-pound 
of candy will exchange hands on the re- 
sult. I think the man set the terms and 
did not want to place the penalty too 


high, pretty sure of winning. 
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It seems to me too bad that as yet 
women have not received any great recog- 
nition in the financial work of the United 
States Government. Private business has 
recognized women in this field to a greater 
extent, for we know that many women 
are high in banking circles. Statistics 


show that women are large holders of in- 


dustrial and other stocks and bonds. They 
are looking after their own financial af- 
fairs rather capably in thousands of cases. 
I feel sure that it is only a question of 
time before women participate in an im- 
portant way in the Government’s money 
affairs. / 

The progress I have outlined is most 
encouraging. You and I know, however, 
that it can not be said that women have 
reached the point where they have an 
equal chance with men in the competition 
in business, either private or public. This 
situation can not be said to be anyone’s 
fault in particular, nor can it be blamed 
upon men as a class. It is simply that 
great reforms come about slowly, and that 
we are not yet far enough away from the 
time when gentlewomen were not ex- 
pected to work outside the home, or to 
undertake much in the way of respon- 
sibility anywhere. I am mentioning this 
as a prelude to pointing out the duty to 
make good that rests upon women when 
they undertake either Government or pri- 
vate work, for there is yet a remnant of 
distrust as to the ability of women to 


carry their full burden. of. responsibility . 


when they essay to compete with men. 


Every time a woman fails it hurts not 
only herself, but it hurts all other women. 
When a man fails people say, “Well, he 
was not the right man for the job—we'll 
have to remove him and try another.” But 
if a woman falls below the mark they do 
not say that. They say, “Anybody might 
have known a woman could not do that— 
it is not a woman’s work.” So that any 
woman’s failure is held against all wom- 
en, but a man’s failure is his individual 
weakness. It does not reflect in the least 
upon other men. For this reason women 
should be very careful in the selection of 
the women they support in the competi- 
tion for places of importance. 

A great responsibility rests upon the 
United States Civil Service Commission. 
When the Commission holds an examina- 
tion to secure people to do the necessary 
work for the Government, whether it be 
a mere clerical position to be filled or a 
high scientific or administrative position, 
the first object of that examination is not 
to provide jobs for the men and women 
who apply. It is to secure for you, for 
me, for all the public who pay in taxes 
for the work to be done, the very best 
equipped persons obtainable to do that 
special kind of work. If, incidentally, it 
provides the applicants with jobs, that 
is well. 

I doubt if many of you realize the tre- 
mendous scope of the work of the United 
States Civil Service Commission. Doubt- 
less it will.astonish you when I say that 
the Commission holds examination of ap- 
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proximately 1,700 different kinds. 
An average year’s examining work of 


the Civil Service Commission is approxi- . 


mately 250,000 competitors in examina- 
tions. Around 40,000 positions are filled 
each year, that number representing the 
number of vacancies caused by death, 
resignation, removal, or retirement. Now- 
adays the actual increase in the number 
of positions is small. I feel sure this 
year’s 40,000 appointees will not include 
the woman competitor in a teacher exami- 
nation who said that the plural of solo 
is duet, or the one who said that the 
feminine of czar is bazaar, or ‘another 
who said that “Home, Sweet Home” was 
written by Homer, or still another who 
said that the two principal functions of 
money are “to have and to hold.” 
Persons who seek employment in the 
civil service of the United States may 
keep themselves informed of announced 
examinations by calling upon or com- 
municating with the Secretary of the 
Board of United States Civil Service 
Examiners at the post office in any city 
which has a post office of the first or the 
second class. The Civil Service Commis- 
sion maintains approximately 5,000 of 
these local boards for the convenience of 
the public. These local representatives 
are the direct points of contact between 
the Civil Service Commision and the pub- 
lic. They are supplied currently with 
examination notices and are prepared to 


give information regarding pending 
examinations. 


Asks Relief for Marned Women Workers 


women workers in any program 

drawn up in an attempt to 
solve the problems of industrial insta- 
bility aud unemployment, and more tc!l- 
erance and understanding for married 
women workers are sought by Mary 
Anderson, director of the Women's 
Bureau. 

A recent newspaper article of Miss 
Anderson’s follows: 

“We hear stressed today the need of 
greater economic security for the worker. 
I hope and am inclined to believe that the 
coming year will bring a more definite 


66 A CLEAR cut place” for all 


crystallization of some of these demands 


into concrete achievements. | 

“T would ask therefore that women 
workers be given a clear-cut place in the 
program of attempted solutions of the 
problems of industrial instability, unem- 
ployment and insecurity. I would ask for 
this New Year more tolerance and a bet- 
ter understanding of the problems con- 
fronting wage-earning women, especially 
the married women breadwinners. The 
married woman worker is today in a par- 
ticularly difficult position. Not only must 
thousands of married women seek and 


secure gainful employment in order to 
hold their families together and to keep 
them from want and suffering, but they 
must do this in the face of buffeting 
criticism and resentment. Added to the 
strain of carrying the double burden of 
home-maker and wage-earner is the fear 
of losing their jobs because of a too gen- 
eral lack of understanding of their needs. 


“However, I believe a look into the past 
will encourage us on this score for the 
future. We have seen prejudices against 
women workers in general, that several 
decades ago seemed almost unsurmount- 
able, gradually dissolve. We have wit- 
nessed increasing efforts to promote their 
welfare and progress. They have proved 
themselves able to perform practically 
every type of work and established them- 
selves as an indispensable factor in the 
wage-earning equation. I believe that be- 
fore long married women as a class of 
labor will achieve similar security as soon 
as their need and right to work is more 
generally understood. 

“T must take this opportunity to stress 
the fact that though women as a class 
have attained a well-established position 


in regard to gainful employment, as indi- 
vidual workers they have little economic 
security — a situation shared with men. 
Thousands of women as well as men have 
lost their jobs through no fault of their 
own. Thousands of other women and 
men are living over a mine of uncertainty 
not knowing how long their present em- 
ployment will last nor how much more 
their wages will be cut if they continue 
to have work. 


“A period such as we have been experi- 
encing naturally brings into sharp promi- 
nence factors making for economic in- 
security in the wageearning world, 
stripped as they are of the diverting cloak 
of prosperity. Possible loss of jobs and 
of definite foothold in the field of gain- 
ful occupation, part-time or spasmodic 
employment, seasonal and technological 
unemployment, occupational obsolescence, 
dismissal from jobs because of advanced 
age are disturbing specters in an era of 
plenty, but in a period of hard times are 
driven from inconspicuous recesses into 
the open with their obvious devastating 
effects. 


“The heavy economic responsibilities of 
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women were revealed in a recent represen- 
tative study by the Women’s Bureau, of 
the effects of the unemployment situation 
on women. Interviews with 3,245 women 


in a house-to-house canvass in the indus- 


trial city of South Bend, Ind., and the ad- 
joining town of Mishawaka during Au- 
gust and September, 1930, showed that 
almost one-half of the 2,700 families re- 
porting had no one with steady employ- 
ment or no one at work at the time of 
the survey. 

In 371 of 765 families having only one 
wage-earner, this sole support was the 
husband or father; in 228 (30 per cent.) 
it was the wife or mother; in 120 cases. 
a daughter; in 20 cases a sister or other 
woman; in 21 cases, a son or other man; 


V 70 — of the Union of South 
Africa will vote for the flrst time 
at the next elections in that most 

interesting country, Erik Hendrik Louw, 

Minister of the Union to the United 

States, told members of the National 

Woman's Party at a tea at Alva Belmont 

House on Sunday, January 10. 

Until recently, he said, the women did 
not seem to want the vote, although they 
took a great interest in polities. However, 
he added, as soon as they manifested a 
real interest in securing the franchise it 
was granted to them. 

With a delightful sense of humor and 
an intense fervor, Minister Louw re- 
counted much about his “misunderstood” 
country, but found it unnecessary to tell 
much of the women of his country, for 
“they are, he said, “just like your 
women.” 

In the Union of South Africa women 
may enter the professions, and do so re- 
peatedly, he said, although the first 
woman lawyer was admitted to practice 
there just eight or ten years ago. 


Property in the Union is held under 


Important News 
T IS reported that over the radio, on 
January 11, the first item from the 
United States Daily on the National Farm 
and Home Hour, heard was that Con- 
gressman Louis Ludlow had introduced 
the Equal Rights Bill. 
Firsts in Cooking 
HE traditions that nothing is so good 
as mother’s biscuits and that the 
kitchen is woman’s domain to the con- 
trary, women cooks have never been em- 
ployed by large hotels and the new 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel of New York City 
will be pioneering when it hires its cook- 
ing staff of ten women. 
Oscar Tschirky, better known as “Oscar 


and in five cases, the relationship was 
not reported. 

“In 134 families in which the husband 
was not employed the wife was the sole 
wage-earner. In about 100 cases a woman 
was the only person working in a family 
of five or more members. It seems safe 
to assert that these figures could be more 
or less duplicated in most industrial com- 
munities. 

“Despite the discouraging facts as to 
hardships confronting us on all sides, 
there are certain encouraging tendencies 
being blown into concrete shape by the 
ill winds of depression. We can take 
heart at a few efforts to enact legislation 
for lessening the evils of unemployment 
and at certain voluntary steps taken by 


joint ownership by married couples un- 
less, as is most common, an anti-nuptial 
agreement has been entered into making 
the property holding separate even after 


marriage, Minister Louw said. 


In response to questions from Elsie Hill 
of the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, he admitted that as far 
as guardianship rights over children yo 
the father probably holds prior rights 
under the Roman-Dutch law which pre- 
vails in South Africa. He thought that 


no disabilities were stiffered by women in 


relation to their nationality but could not 
say definitely. 

The Union of South Africa, made up of 
four provinces, the Cape of Good Hope, 
Natal, the Transvaal, and the Orange 
Free State, is a country of contrasts, 
Minister Louw said, with the climates of 
Maine and California, prairie lands like 
Arizona and dense tropics near the Equa- 
tor, black natives living in their corrals 
and white English and Dutch garden- 
party bound. 

Such contrasts cause complications and 
the race problem, with some five million 


Feminist Notes 


of the Waldorf,” says, “Although men are 
considered the best cooks in other coun- 
tries, there is a general feeling in America 
that women are far superior to men in 
their native culinary arts. Meals for 
those who desire strictly American dishes, 
such as Southern or New England din- 
ners, will therefore be prepared by women 
cooks.” 

A special kitchen has been built on the 
nineteenth floor for the women cooks who 
will be under the supervision of a woman 
dietitian. 

However, there will be three other 
kitchens with masculine cooks and Alex- 
andre Gastaud as “king of the kitchen.” 
Even in their own “domain” women are 
discriminated against and segregated. 


Equal Rights 


progressive employers toward a partial 
solution of the problems of the wage- 
earners’ insecurity. 

“It seems reasonable to believe that a 
civilization that has proved itself so re- 
markably inventive in the matter of labor- 
saving devices can be equally resourceful 
in evolving guarantees of security to the 
laborers. Surely, scientific management 
developed into a wider economic planning 
should be able to solve effectively the 
problems of nation-wide employment in 
the future as it has those of mass produc- 
tion in the past. And such planning, I 
believe, will weigh properly the wage- 
earning role of women, married as well 
as single, and insure them fair play and 
better pay.” 


Women of South Africa 


blacks ruled by two million whites, is 
one of the most vital. 

Of the white population, about 55 per 
cent. is Dutch and 45 per cent., English. 
Both languages are official and to main- 
tain their equality both are taught in 


the schools. Children are educated in 
their own home language until the fourth 


grade when the other language is added 
to their studies. 

Mrs. Louw was guest of honor with 
her husband. 

At the end of Minister Louw’s talk, 
which was marked by his very apparent 
intense patriotism, Elsie Hill spoke, say- 
ing that the National Woman’s Party had 
the same feeling for women that Minister 
Louw had for South Africa and that the 
Woman’s Party hoped to work and plan 
and grow for women as the government 
of South Africa was striving for its coun- 
try’s betterment. 

Mrs. Harry E. Hull and Mrs. John 
Bennett presided at the tea table. The 
District Branch (of which Mrs. Paul 
Linebarger is chairman), of the National 
Woman’s Party was host for the after- 
noon. | 


May Join Bar Association 

HETHER women lawyers are to be 

kept out of the District of Columbia 
Bar Association because they are women 
must be decided soon, probably in Janu- 
ary, by a vote of the members of this here- 
tofore exclusively male organization. 

Although membership in the organiza- 

tion has never been officially limited to 
men, precedent restricting membership to 
the one sex has amounted to an unwritten 
law until recently Feminist proponents 
insisted that since there was no actual 
ban against women, the Bar Association 
should act on the applications of a few 
women members of the local court who, 
other than for their sex, were entitled to 
membership. 
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Faced with the challenge, the member- 
ship committee referred the question to 
the entire organization, which is said to 
be about evenly divided for and against 
the admission of women. 

Meanwhile, four women lawyers have 
applied for membership in the organiza- 
tion, each after securing the necessary 
favorable endorsements by three members. 
This will force the association to take a 
stand on the question of admitting women. 

The women making a test case of their 
right to be admitted to the District Bar 
Association are: 

Burnita Shelton Matthews, Rebekah 
Greathouse, Pearl McCall, and Dora 


Palkin. Mrs. Matthews is head of the 
Legal Research Department of the Na- 


tional Woman’s Party. Mrs. Greathouse 


and Miss McCall are assistant United 
States attorneys. 


Good Jobs for Women 
BILL recently introduced in the 
Senate by Senator Smith Wildman 
Brookhart of Iowa provides for the addi- 
tion of five members to the Civil Service 
Commission, and specifically states that 
of the five, at least two must be women. 
Of the five, two, a woman and a man, 
are to be added to the commission proper, 
while the other three, of whom one must 
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be a woman, will form a board of Civil 
Service Appeal, to which questions of un- 
satisfactory and allegedly unfair classi- 
fication and allocations of Federal jobs 
may be brought. 


Jurors in Brazil 
CCORDING to The Vote, the good 
example set by the State of Rio de 
Grande, Brazil, the first and, until now, 
only Brazilian State where women were 
admitted to jury service, has been fol- 
lowed by the State of Sao Paulo. 
It has recently granted women the 
right to serve on juries and nine women 
have been inscribed as jurors in Bariry. 


News from the Field 


Workers Commend Amendment 

F ALL the messages of congratula- 

tion which have come in from women 
throughout the country on the occasion 
of the introduction of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, the most significant and 
touching are those that come from the 
Textile Council of the Woman’s Party in 
Rhode Island, where last week a bill was 
introduced to amend the child labor law 
to include women, Section 36 of which 
reads: “And every parent or guardian 
who permits any child or woman to be so 
employed shall be fined not exceeding $20 
for_each offense.” 

Regarding this proposed Rhode Island 
legislation the chairman of the Textile 
Council of the Rhode Island Branch says: 
“This has made the women workers even 
more eager than before to do something 
about this protective legislation, as they 
do not like to be classed with children 
when they can vote.” 

Lobbying National Committees 

URING the past month one of the 

accomplishments of the Lobby Com- 
mittee, of which Josephine Lublin is 
chairman, was covering the meetings of 
the National Republican and Democratic 
Committees in Washington. The Repub- 
lican Committee met December 14, 15 and 
16 at the Willard Hotel, the Democratic 
Committee on January 8 and 9 at the 
Hotel Mayflower. The purpose of these 
committees was to choose cities in which 
to hold the national conventions in June. 
The purpose of the Lobby Committee was 
to win support for the Equal Rights 
Amendment and to secure aid in behalf 
of an Equal Rights plank in the Repub- 
lican and Democratic platforms when they 
meet in Chicago in the summer. Ex- 
pressions of opinion were secured from 
many members who were interviewed indi- 
vidually. Cases of downright refusal 
were few (two being by women) ; the ma- 
jority of the others were either favorable 
or willing to receive our literature and be 
further informed in regard to the Equal 


Rights Amendment. Those who lobbied 
these committees in previous years say 
there was a marked increase of sentiment 
for the Equal Rights Amendment. 

The every day work of the committee, 
that of seeing personally each Senator 
and Representative in Congress and of 
obtaining from him his stand on Equal 
Rights, goes steadily on. 


At Alva Belmont House 

ARGARITA ROBLES DE MEN- 

DOZA, representative of Mexico on 

the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 

en, has arrived in Washington to assist 

with the work of the commission in its 

offices at the Pan-American Union, and is 
at Alva Belmont House. 

The activities of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women are intensifying 
with the approach of the Seventh Pan- 
American Conference, scheduled to meet 
December next in Montevideo. Seventeen 
commissioners for as many American re- 
publics have been named and each is oc- 
cupied with making a report on the legal 
status of women in her own country for 
official presentation to the Seventh Con- 
ference. Doris Stevens is representative 
of the United States on the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission, and its chairman. 

Sra. de Mendoza, a gifted Feminist, 
author, and educator, will be the guest 
of the National Woman’s Party of the 
United States at their national headquar- 
ters, Alva Belmont House, on Capitol 
Hill, until January 25. 

Sra. de Mendoza is author of a book of 
Feminist essays, “La Evolucion de la 
Mujer Mexicana,” published last year. 
Deeply interested in labor questions, Sra. 
de Mendoza has been a tireless upholder 
of “equal pay for equal work,” having 
campaigned for this principle in Califor- 
nia and in Mexico. She has been greatly 
interested in promoting better relations 
between the Americas, especially as be- 
tween the United States and Mexico. She 
is author of a psychological investigation, 
the results of which showed the identical 


educational responses of Mexican and 
United States school children under the 
same physical and social conditions. 

Sra. Robles de Mendoza was guest of 
honor and speaker at a Mexican dinner 
given for her by the National Woman’s 
Party at Alva Belmont House, Wednes- 
day evening, January 13. 


Council Elects Officers 
A a recent meeting of the Young 
Women’s Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, held at Alva Belmont 
House, Washington, D. C., the following 
officers and committees were elected: 

Chairman, Mabel Van Dyke; vice- 
chairmen, Irene Garretson, Fanny Bu- 
nand-Sevastos; executive secretary, Ange- 
lina J. Carabelli; treasurer, Mary E. Bur- 
rows; legislative consultant, Margaret 
Luers. 

Membership Committee — Chairman, 
Eileene Cooke (daughter of Representa- 
tive Cooke from New York); Christie Al- 
len, Betty Johnson. 

Ways and Means Committee—Chair- 
man, Mary E. Burrows; advisory chair- 
man, Mrs. Morris Cafritz; Esther S. 
Cowan. 

Publicity Committee—Chairman, Mabel 
Van Dyke; Jennet Gover, Ruth Miller 

Social Activities— Chairman, Marion 
Stewart; Alice Louise Hunter, Elizabeth 
Payne, Eunice Berberich. 

Legislative Committee—Chairman, Mar- 
garet Luers; Virginia T. Nottingham, 
Belle Leon. 

Music Committee — Chairman, Maxine 
Townsend. 


Equality in Immigration Laws 

HE National Woman’s Party is cam- 
paigning for the passage of an amend- 
ment to the immigration law permitting 
the admission to this country without 
quota restrictions of alien husbands of 
American women, just as alien wives of 

American men are now admitted. 
Such an amendment is embodied in a 


bill introduced in the House of Repre- 


= 
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sentatives by Representative Samuel Dick- 
stein of New York and in the Senate by 
Senator William H. King of Utah. 

Representatives of the Woman’s Party 
attended a hearing on the Dickstein bill 
before the House Immigration Committee 
on January 14, at which thirty-five nat- 
uralized American women, some of them 
carrying babies, appeared and pleaded 
with the committee for admission of their 
husbands. 

Many of them sobbed as they told how 
they had fought and saved to make homes 
here and then waited for their husbands 
who were not allowed to come. A total 
of almost 300 women are affected by the 
ruling of the Immigration Bureau deny- 
ing non-quota admission to the foreign- 
born husbands, they testified. 

According to press reports, the women 
asserted they were married on the promise 
of American consuls that their husbands 
would be admitted in a few months, but 
now they are told that the husbands may 
not be allowed to join them for five years. 

Others appearing at the hearing in be- 
half of the women included Representative 
Emanuel Geller of New York and repre- 
sentatives of the National League of 
Women Voters and the Young Women’s 
Christian Association. 

Commissioner Hull of the Immigration 
Bureau favored the proposed amendment, 
but said it should provide penalties for 
fraudulent attempts to enter under its 
provisions. 

Mr. Celler scathingly attacked the Ad- 
ministration’s immigration restriction 
policy. He charged that Government offi- 
cials had violated the “public charge” 
provision of the immigration act and 
“had twisted the statute as they saw fit.” 

The State Department’s chief visa offi- 
cer, A. Dana Hodgdon, appeared on be- 
half of the department. He said the Gov- 
ernment was construing the “public 
charge” provision strictly, but that worthy 
cases were given fair consideration to see 
if they warranted entry on a non-quota 
basis. 


Endorsement From Washington and 
California 
HE following resolution supporting 
the Equal Rights Amendment was 
passed by the Woman’s Legislative Coun- 
cil of the State of Washington at its mid- 
year meeting: 

“Wuereas the Nineteenth Amendment 
has made women peers of men at the 
polling booth, a status inconsistent with 
her status of dependence upon her hus- 
band in the marriage relation, and where- 
as the only just and righteous relation- 
ship in marriage is one of interdepend- 
ence, for the highest welfare of the family 
created by the marriage, and whereas 
there are still to be found many petty 
discriminations in laws, ordinances and 
regulations, especially in the subordinate 


branches of our Government; therefore 
be it 

“Resolved, By the fifteenth mid-year 
assembly of the Woman’s Legislative 
Council of Washington that we intensify 
our educational efforts for woman’s full 
freedom in every walk of life and most 
urgently entreat the United States Con- 
gress to pass the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, which reads: ‘Men and women 
shall have equal rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to 
its jurisdiction.’ ” 

The Business Women's Legislative 
Council of California sent the following 
rallying ery to its members: 

“If you California women believe in 
Equal Rights for men and women, write 
your Congressman, and send copy to the 
other Congressmen of California, urging 
the passing of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. Get your friends to write. Letters 
are going forward now from the council 
to the California United States Senators 
and Representatives, as well as many of 
the Senators and Representatives in other 


States. If the Senators and Congressmen — 


receive as many letters as the California 
legislators did at the last legislative ses- 
sion, the Equal Rights Amendment will 
be passed this session of Congress.” 
} 
Feminist Pilgrimages 
LORENCE BAYARD HILLES, Na- 
tional Vice-Chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party, a member of its commit- 
tee on international relations, and a de- 
voted worker for Equal Rights since suf- 
frage days, sailed on Saturday, January 
16, for the South Seas. Her trip will be 
in the nature of a Feminist ambassador- 
ship, since she will confer with Feminist 
leaders in Australia, Hawaii, the Philip- 
pine Islands, and other countries which 
she will visit. Mrs. Hilles will return in 
April. 

On the same date, January 16, Grace 
Hoffman White of New York City, mem- 
ber of the National Council, poet, and 
Feminist, and Muna Lee, Director of Na- 
tional Activities, sailed on the Bremen 
for Europe. Mrs. White and Miss Lee go 
directly to Geneva to join Alice Paul and 
to assist with the opening of the Geneva 
headquarters of the Committee on Inter- 
national Relations of the Woman’s Party. 

Headquarters of the Committee on In- 
ternational Relations of the National 
Woman’s Party will be opened in Geneva 
before the meeting of the Council of the 
League of Nations on January 25. 

Alice Paul, founder of the Woman’s 
Party, member of the League of Nations’ 
Consultative Committee on Nationality, 
and international Feminist leader, now 
in Geneva, has spent most of the past two 
years in Feminist activities there. The 
National Woman’s Party, in common with 
other women’s organizations all over the 
world, has demanded consistently an 


Equal Rights 


equal world code on nationality. The 
Paris home of Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, 
Woman’s Party president, has long been 
an international Feminist center; and es- 
tablishment at Geneva of the headquar- 
ters of the Committee on International 
Relations is a logical outcome of the grow- 
ing importance of the Woman’s Party of 
the United States in the world-wide move- 
ment for Equal Rights. 


Tribute to Dr. Mary O Malle 

E take great pleasure in reproduc- 
ing from The Sentinel-Record of Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, the following fine tri- 
bute to Dr. Mary O’Malley, distinguished 
scientist, devoted Feminist, and chairman 
of the Physicians’ Council of the National 
Woman’s Party: 

“Woman Is Piůo Nn AND LEADER IN 
PSYCHIATRY 

“Dr. Mary O’Malley, distinguished 
woman pioneer in the field of Federal 
psychiatry, left America recently to par- 
ticipate in the International Neurologic 
Congress at Berne, Switzerland. 

“Dr. O’Malley has demonstrated that 
women can succeed as well as men in 
this difficult field. In 1905 she joined the 
staff of St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Wash- 
ington and now has entire supervision of 
its 1,450 women patients, with a dozen 
women doctors working under her at the 
Federal institution, which is now con- 
ceded, even by the German doctors who 
once led in psychiatric research, to lead 
in this work. 

„The World War focused medical at- 
tention on neuro-psychiatric cases,” Dr. 
O'Malley said. 

J saw between 10,000 and 12,000 such 
cases come through this hospital as the 
soldiers returned from overseas. This 
was the only Federal institution of the 
kind at the time, and we served as clear- 
ing-house for all who later were sent to 
the various veterans’ hospitals. 

An that experience we were able to 
prove the worth of the woman psychiatrist 
in caring for men as well as for women. 
Her mother instinct enables her to view 
and to help as children these adults who 
have, from mental stress, regressed to 
lower age levels. And I have seen a room- 
ful of soldiers identify as mother a kindly 
woman physician.’ 


THE IVY ROOM 


Opening on the garden of Alva Bel- 
mont House, at 144 B Street, N. E. Wash- 
ington, D. C., is now completed for the 
service of luncheon, tea and dinner for 
the members and friends of the National 
Woman’s Party. 
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